ENDEAVOUR HOMES TANGO VS EYRE PENINSULA

SATURDAY 18th FEBRUARY AT PORT LINCOLN.

Eyre Peninsula team for the first quarter.

GS Best, GA Fuss, WA Ramsey, C Ackland, WD Francis, GD Holness, GK McInerney.

Endeavour Homes Tango.

GS Duke, GA Moyne, WA Palmer, C Taylor, WD Newchurch, GD Tump, GK Williams.

Both teams started the game using speed as a weapon to decrease the opportunity of the opposition to set up their defence. Due to this, there were interceptions and deflections by both teams. Tump and Holness were impressive with their ability to read what moves their opponents were doing. Both players had interceptions during the first part of the quarter. Tango settled more quickly and were leading 4 goals to 1 midway through the quarter. Tango brought the ball out of defence down their right hand side 75% of the time, with Tump the key player in all plays.

Williams and Best were having a physical, but fair contest in the circle. Best had 6 shots for goal in the quarter, but only nailed one due to the work she had to do trying to receive the ball. Ackland and Taylor in the midcourt were strong at the ball and didn’t mind the physical nature of the game.
As the quarter progressed, Tump and Williams’ agility made life extremely difficult for Fuss and Best. This in turn, put doubt in the feeders’ minds for Eyre. Despite an avalanche of opportunities for Tango, Holness and McInerney displayed class in gaining many deflections for Eyre. Moyne’s ability to control play outside of the goal circle created space for Duke. At quarter time Tango were leading 11 to 1. Eyre had 9 attempts for 1 goal, while Tango had 24 attempts for 11 goals. Tump’s leadership on court was superb, and a great example to all of the youngsters on the sideline on what great leadership is all about. The midcourt of Palmer, Taylor and Newchurch were superb. They attack hard when they have the ball, but are willing to defend conscientiously when the opposition has the ball.
At quarter time Eyre bought on Curtis to GS, Mills to GA, Pedler to C, Mickan to WD and Charlton to GK, while Tango remained unchanged to continue their fluency from the first quarter.

Charlton and McInerney footwork was impressive and worked front position well, forcing the Tango feeders to work the ball across the circle. Eventually, the high ball came into Duke effectively. Mills at GA created space for Eyre enabling the attack line to drive more easily to the edge of the circle. For a brief period, Eyre took control of the game with 4 unanswered goals, before Tango regained their composure. For spectators, the duel of the quarter was definitely Mills vs Tump. 

Moyne’s ability to use the front cut beautifully opened up space during the last half of the quarter, when Tango started to take control of the game again. Several times Duke used her body incorrectly and was called for contact. Goals came to Tango with Moyne in front or the lob into Duke. Mickan and Palmer were having a tremendous duel, with Palmer having a slight edge for the quarter. Mickan worked conscientiously in attack and defence and gained some valuable interceptions. Mills’s work rate during the quarter was outstanding. Tango’s work rate and desire to play man on man defence was superb and it greatly impressed their coaches. Newchurch was outstanding as a WD for Tango. Her pressure over the ball and delaying her player’s movement down court was a delight to view. For the past 3 months, this has been one area that the team has continually worked on at all of their trainings. Results for their hard work are definitely paying off. 
Again, Tango had more opportunities for the quarter with 22 attempts to 9. Tango had scored 9 goals to five for the quarter and were leading 20 to 6 at half time. As Tump said to her players at half time, it was a physical game but extremely fair. 
Tango bought on two of their youngsters at half time; Hauser to WD and Morris to C. For Eyre, Fuss to GS, Curtis to GA, Pedler to WA, Ackland to C, Francis to GD and Holness to GK.

Pedler started to control the attack line for Eyre, especially down the left side of the court. Her use of fakes caught out the Tango defences and enabled Fuss and Curtis to have shots closer to the post. Francis and Holness gained a number of interceptions during the quarter.

Tango had a variety of set plays during the quarter with Duke leading straight out to the top of the circle with Moyne rotating. This worked extremely well for Tango, as they were trying to display more variety in attack. For the first half, Duke remained in the circle, but in this quarter was adding another bow to her string. Eyre had more opportunities in this quarter, but the class of Williams, Tump and Moyne was the telling factor of the quarter. Attempts at goal for the quarter were 21 to 11 in Tango’s favour. 
At three quarter time, Tango were leading 30 to 11.

For the last quarter, Tango bought on the youngster Charles to GD, experienced Eckert to GA with Tump going to WA. For Eyre, Charlton went to GD, Ramsey to C, Ackland to WA, Mills to GA with Best at GS. Best and Mills had more freedom in the last quarter and had 11 attempts at goal, but their accuracy was not. They scored 3 goals from 11 attempts. Best’s rebounding was very impressive, as was Mill’s work rate. Eckert is a find for Tango. She is young, enthusiastic, competitive and compliments Duke extremely well. Without any doubt the highlight of the last quarter was the lay up goal by Duke. She is obviously a talented basketballer as well, and uses her skills from both games to develop her game. Charlton was outstanding for Eyre in this quarter with her ability to read to play second to none.
Tango scored 10 goals from 17 attempts to run out winners 41 to 14 in a very impressive display which impressed their coaches greatly. Tump, their inspirational leader, Williams a classy GK and Moyne, who is only 16, were impressive for Tango while Mills, Charlton and Holness were good for Eyre. Duke, who played basketball for Adelaide Lightning before injuries cut short her career, will be a major player once she further adjusts to the game of netball.
Williamson and Leschen again showed their class as the best two umpires on Eyre Peninsula.

GAME 2
ENDEAVOUR HOMES TANGO VS EYRE PENINSULA

SUNDAY 19th FEBRUARY AT PORT LINCOLN.

Eyre Peninsula team for the first quarter.

GS Fuss, GA Curtis, WA Ramsey, C Ackland, WD Francis, GD Charlton, GK McInerney.

Endeavour Homes Tango.

GS Duke, GA Eckert, WA Newchurch, C Morris, WD Taylor, GD Tump, GK Williams.

In a repeat of Saturday night’s game, both teams started too quickly with balls being thrown away in the first three minutes. Once the teams steadied, the standard of play rose immediately. After 5 minutes Eyre were leading 2 to 1 in a much more confident display of netball. Curtis was outstanding shooting 2 goals from long range. This stirred the Tango players into life and they absolutely dominated the last 10 minutes shooting 10 goals while keeping Eyre scoreless.

Taylor was outstanding at WD, as were Tump and Williams. Newchurch and Morris were the steady players for Tango, linking the attack and defences extremely well.
Duke was moving outside the goal circle to create space, which was entirely different from the game on Saturday night, with Eckert rotating into the goal circle. Eckert shot 2 goals for the quarter from the edge of the circle, which displayed her class, while Duke nailed 9 goals from 18 attempts.

At quarter time Tango were leading 11 to 2.

At quarter time Eyre bought on Best to GS, Mills to GA, Pedler to C, Mickan to WD and Holness to GD, while Tango remained unchanged.
Both teams scored 7 goals in the first thirteen minutes of this quarter. The intensity of Eyre matched Tango for a sustained period. Mickan was outstanding at WD for Eyre and was the key player in limiting supply from the Tango feeders to their goalies. Both goal attacks, Mills and Eckert shot goals from long range which absolutely thrilled the spectators. Mills’ ability to drive forward and also cut the base was very impressive.

Tango scored the last three goals of the quarter to be leading 21 to 9 at half time. Eyre went into half time, extremely confident that they can match the intensity and class of Tango.
Tango changed their 3 mid court players at half time. Moyne went to WA, Palmer to C and Charles to WD. Duke and Eckert changed positions, so the Tango coaches could see another combination. For Eyre, Fuss went to GS, Curtis to WA, Francis to GD and Holness to GK.
Eyre came out with all guns blazing and shot the first three goals to reduce the margin to only 6. Eyre used patience around the goal circle and kept control of the ball until the goalies were in a great position to shoot. 

For the next 7 minutes the Endeavour Homes tornado hit in the form of the Tango netball club. They scored 7 unanswered goals to lead 27 to 14, to take control of the game. Eckert and Duke shared the goals equally, which would have pleased the Tango coaching staff. Eyre regained composure in the last few minutes to score 3 goals to 2. 
For the first time, teams had momentum at different times of the quarter; firstly Eyre, then Tango, then Eyre. Tango scored 9 goals from 19 attempts while Eyre scored 6 from 13 attempts. The highlight for Eyre was Holness’s ability to leap and block shots from the Tango goalies as the ball left their hand. (As great as Liz Ellis).
For Tango, Eckert’s long range shooting had to be seen to be believed, while Duke’s lay ups delighted both netball and basketball fans. Tango had a comfortable lead at 3 quarter time, 30 to 15.

For the last quarter, Moyne went to GA, Eckert to GS, Tump to WA and Hauser to GD for Tango.  For Eyre, Ackland went to C with Charlton to WD. 
For the first time this weekend, Tango had 2 moving goalies. Would it be successful? How would the Eyre defences adjust to this?
The first 6 minutes of the quarter was a repeat of the second with both teams scoring 4 goals. For the remainder of the quarter, Tango grabbed the momentum and outscored Eyre 7 goals to 2 in a very impressive conclusion to their camp. Moyne’s last quarter was absolutely outstanding shooting 9 goals from 12 attempts. Her movement and calmness under pressure was a delight to see. This 16 year old has a lovely nature, a level head and a big future in the game. With players of her ability, hopefully Tango will be back in the State League in future years.

Tango outscored Eyre 10 to 6 to run out winners 41 to 21.

Eckert at GA and GS was outstanding as this was her first full game since 2010, after having a full knee reconstruction. Her experience, leadership and work rate will be so valuable for Tango in 2012.
From this scribe’s point of view, Eyre played with enthusiasm and intensity for both games, but Tango’s class prevailed in the end.

Tango have progressed immensely in the past 12 months. Endeavour Homes are their major sponsor, they are promoting juniors, bought in Duke who will be a major target and are on track to earn their spot back in the State League.

This scribe found the Tango players to be extremely team focused, have a great work rate, have great natures and want to lift Tango back to where it belongs. Hopefully they will return to Eyre Peninsula and entertain the sporting folk with their free flowing netball.

